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Belum wajibkan

pakai pelitup muka

Kuala Lumpur: Belum
masa mewajibkan pema-
kaian pelitup muka bagi
mengekang  penularan
jangkitan virus Influenza
A di khalayak ramai.

Menteri Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ah-
mad sebaliknya, menya-
rankan kanak-kanak atau
individu yang bergejala
perlu mengelakkan diri
berada di tempat yang se-
sak.

“Sesiapa yang bergejala
jangan keluar (rumah),
elakkan berada di tempat
sesak atau lokasi ada ke-
ramaian seperti di pusat
beli-belah.

“(Buat masa ini) kita
(KKM) tidak mewajibkan

(pelitup muka), kita hanya
menggalakkan (pakai pe-
litup muka),” katanya
pada sidang akhbar di Ba-
ngunan Parlimen di sini,
semalam.

Beliau berkata demiki-
an ketika menjawab per-
tanyaan adakah pemaka-
ian pelitup muka akan
diwajibkan di negara
ini.

Dari segi jumlah kumu-
latif influenza, Dr Dzul-
kefly memaklumkan Se-
langor merekodkan kes
tertinggi membabitkan
174 kluster.

Beliau berkata, ini di-
ikuti Wilayah Persekutu-
an dan Putrajaya 103 klus-
ter dan Johor 51 kluster.
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KKM tunggu
laporan dua
budak mati
dijangkiti
influenza A

Kementerian Kesihatan (KKM)
sedang menunggu hasil lapor-
an kematian dua kanak-kanak
masing-masing berusia empat
dan 11 tahun yang dijangkiti in-
fluenza A.

Menterinya, Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad, berkata Keti-
ka ini pihaknya sedang menja-
lankan proses semakan sistema-
tik terhadap kes kematian vang
berlaku bagi mengenal pasti
punca sebenar kematian.

“Ada dua kes kematian terkait
dengan influenza dikesan me-
ngalami influeza A. Namun apa
yang dikatakan positif faktor
atau sebab kematian itu perlu
dikenal pasti melalui ‘mortality
review’ (penilaian mortaliti).

“latertakluk kepada satu yang
akan diteliti betul apakah sebab
kematian (influenza A). Kedua-
dua (kanak-kanak) adalah positif
influenza A, tetapi kita masih da-
lam Kkajian dan penelitian punca
sebenar kematian.
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“Kedua-dua kes ini satu di
Samarahan, (berusia) empat ta-
hun dan juga di Terengganu (be-
rusia) 11 tahun. Kedua-duanya
lelaki. Jadi kita masih tunggu
atas punca sebenar kematian,”
katanya pada Waktu Pertanya-
an-Pertanyaan Menteri (MQT)
di Dewan Rakyat, semalam.

Beliau berkata demikian men-
jawab soalan tambahan Suhai-
zan Kaiat (PH-Pulai) yvang me-
minta KKM menjelaskan punca
sebenar kematian dua kanak-ka-
nak dijangkiti influenza itu.

Sebelum ini tular seorang
kanak-kanak dari Kampung Sa-
dong Jaya A di Samarahan, Sa-
rawak dilapor meninggal dunia.

Pagi semalam, seorang
kanak-kanak lelaki disahkan
meninggal dunia di Dungun,
Terengganu dipercayai akibat
jangkitan influenza.

Sementara itu, Dr Dzulke-
fly berkata, semua fasiliti dan
petugas kesihatan KKM sudah
bersiap sedia sekiranya berlaku
lonjakan kes luar jangka mem-
babitkan penularan influenza.

Katanya, Jabatan Kecemasan
dan Trauma (A&E) di semua hos-
pital KKM telah melaksanakan
pengasingan laluan bagi pesakit
penyakit berjangkit dan tidak
berjangkit  bagi
mengelakkan
penularan da-
lam kalangan
pesakit, serta
mencegah ber-
lakunya jang-
kitan vang
diperoleh di
hospital.

Dr Dzulkefly
Ahmad
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INFLUENZA A OUTBREAK
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Health Ministry awaiting reports on deaths of 2 boys

KUALA LUMPUR: The Health Min-
istry is awaiting the results of in-
vestigations into the deaths of
two children who were infected
with Influenza A, the Dewan
Rakyat was told yesterday.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said the min-
istry was reviewing both cases to
determine whether Influenza A
was the direct cause of death.

He said this in response to a
supplementary question from
Suhaizan Kaiat (PH-Pulai), who
asked about the cause of death of
the two children.

Dzulkefly said the cases in-
volved a 4-year-old boy from
Samarahan in Sarawak, and an 11-
year-old boy from Terengganu.

He said any decision to close
schools or educational institu-

tions was not based solely on the
number of reported cases but on
a comprehensive public health
risk assessment.

He said assessments were con-
ducted by the district health of-
fices, with decisions made after
evaluating key indicators.

“Among the factors we take in-
to account are the outbreak
among students, the absen-
teeism rate of both students and
teachers, evidence of active
transmission within the commu-
nity and the school’s capacity to
implement control measures.

“All these factors must be con-
sidered collectively.”

Dzulkefly also clarified that
Section 18 of the Prevention and
Control of Infectious Diseases
Act 1988 that allowed for premis-

es closures was not applicable
in the case of influenza out-
breaks.

“This is because influenza does
not meet the definition of infec-
tious disease as outlined in Sec-
tion 2 of the same act.”

However, Dzulkefly said con-
trol measures, including the tem-
porary closure of schools, could
still be recommended through
consultation and cooperation be-
tween the Health Ministry and
the respective schools.

Dzulkefly said 83 per cent of the
Influenza A outbreaks were
recorded in schools and kinder-
gartens.

“Of the total reported cases,
about 65.8 per cent were in
schools and 17.9 per cent in

kindergartens.”

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad says influenza
does not meet the definition of
infectious disease.

Dzulkefly added that Selangor,
Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and Jo-
hor had the highest number of
cases.




STARMETRO, FRIDAY 17 OCTOBER 2025

THE STAR 17/10/2025 MS/5

By YEE XIANG YUN
xiangyun@thestar com my

JOHOR is stepping up efforts to
weed out vape traders after they
were found openly selling such
products in shopping centres in
the city.

Despite the sale of vape being
banned in Johor, some traders
are brazenly selling them, said
state health and environment
committee chairman Ling Tian
Soon.

He said an operation by the
state Health Department at a
mall here recently seized more
than 1,900 vape-related items.

“The vape products were
found in clear display cases at
stalls selling electronic items
such as portable fans and mobile
phone accessories.

“The items seized included dis-
posable vapes, vape devices and
flavoured liquids.

“The products mostly have
modern packaging and come in
a variety of flavours, which
appeal to younger consumers,”
sald Ling.

From the operation, 10 notices
were also issued against the
traders for violating the law.

The vape ban has been
enforced in Johor since 2016

“I'raders in Johor must
remember that this ruling is
still in force across all 16 local
councils statewide,” said Ling.

“The state government will
work closely with the Health

JOHOR

Johor to weed
out vape traders

Over 1900 products seized from stalls in mall,

Ling (left) joining Health Department officers in the raid on stalls
displaying vape products in a shopping mall in Johor Baru

Department and related govern-
ment agencies to clamp down on
the sale of vape in Johor,” he
said.

“The vape issue is not a trivial
matter and should be taken seri-
ously by all,” he added.

He also urged the public to

“The vape issue
is not a trivial
matter and
should be taken
seriously by all.”
Ling Tian Soon

report sale of vape and e-ciga-
rettes, whether at malls or prem-
ises, to the local authorities.

On Sept 26, Health Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad
sald the ministry was targeting
the middle of next year to ban
vape products nationwide.

He said the move emphasised
the ministry’s commitment
against the smoking habit.




Commission
proposed

to address
insurance
problems

AN INDEPENDENT private health-
care commission should be estab-
lished to tackle long-standing
medical insurance problems, the
Dewan Rakyat was told.

Sim Tze Tzin (PH-Bayan Baru)
said the commission could help
resolve persistent issues such as
patients being denied treatment
or facing delays in private hospi-
tals due to insurance clauses and
the slow issuance of guarantee
letters.

“Currently, the government has
set up an inter-ministerial com-
mittee on medical and healthcare
COSIs.

“But this committee is tempo-
rary in nature, and attention is
still needed to address core struc-
tural issues.

“This is where the commission
can step in to assist,” he said dur-
ing the debate on the motion of
thanks on Budget 2026 in the
Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Sim cited reports of patients
struggling to access private
healthcare due to insurance-relat-
ed complications.

“I propose that a national task
force be formed by the Health
Ministry, Bank Negara and the
police to investigate the issues
raised in the report.

“The specialists concerned
should also be called in to have
their statements recorded,” he
said, adding that the report
alleged interference by the insur-
ance industry in private health-
care matters.

Sim also raised concern over
the worsening brain drain among
doctors and nurses, citing a
recruitment advertisement by
Singapore’s Health Ministry in
August as an example.

“This is not an isolated case.
Many of our medical officers and
specialists have migrated to
Singapore for work,” he said.

Sim urged Health Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad to
outline measures to stem the out-
flow of Malaysian medical profes-

sionals. ¢ 17,105 Ms10



'Schools are hotspots for Influenza A outbreaks’

OVER 80% of the recent Influenza
A cases so far were detected in
schools and kindergartens, says
Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad.

While the disease is a seasonal
virus, he said the ministry is mon-
itoring the situation following an
increase of cases in recent weeks,
including the deaths of male
pupils in Terengganu and
Sarawak.

“A total of 83% of cases were
reported in schools and kinder-
gartens.

“Of this, 65.8% were in schools
while about 17% were in kinder-
gartens,” he told Suhaizan Kaiat
(PH-Pulal).

@ Later at a press conference,
Dzulkefly said 535 Influenza A
clusters had been detected since
the beginning of this year

This included 352 clusters in
schools (65.8%), 35 clusters in col-
leges and education centres
(6.54%), 33 clusters in private
residences (6.1%), six clusters at
daycare centres (1.1%), 10 clus-
ters at workplaces (1.9%) and
three clusters in prison institu-
tions (0.56%).

He added that Selangor record-
ed the highest number of clusters
over the past two weeks with 174,
followed by Putrajaya (103) and
Johor (51).

“The week between Oct 12 and
16 saw the number of clusters
dropping to 56, he noted.

“However, the spread of infec-
tions is still ongoing.”
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Latest updates: Dzulkefly speaking during Question Time in Parliament — Bernama

He said the current H3N2 strain
results in flu-like symptoms
which can affect the respiratory
system and result in encephalitis
in serious cases.

Dzulkefly said there are no

lans for now to order schools to
closed or students to wear face
masks.

He added that the closure of a
school will only be carried out
upon advice of the district health
authorities after taking into
account several factors,
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“This includes the seriousness
of the outbreak, the number of
absentees and whether teaching
will be disrupted,” he said.

Dzulkefly also said the district
health authorities will hold talks
with the schools in question and
issue advisories on actions to be
taken.

He advised parents not to send
their children to school if they
have flu-like symptoms and to
adopt good hygiene protocols to
prevent the spread of the flu.
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As a precaution, Dzulkefly said
the ministry is preparing plans
for the creation of disaster zones
in the event that the flu outbreaks
worsen.

Regarding the recent deaths of
two 1l-year-old children in
Sarawak and Terengganu, Dzul-
kefly confirmed that they had
both contracted the Influenza A
strain.

He said more tests are being
done to determine the actual
cause of death.



